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Rocky Mount Middie School seventh-grader Madison French, 13, solders one-pin
sockets to a circuit beard while building an optical heart rate monitor Monday during

Cynthia Carpsnter's class at the school.

SCHOOL OF HEART

Engineering project aids needy

BY COREY DAVIS
Staff Writer

ocky Mount Middle School science

" teacher Cynthia Carpenter wants

students engaged in the field of

engineering. She also immersed

her students in a project that helped supply
heart rate monitors to needy countries.

In collaboration with Engineering World
Health, N.C. State University and a Bright
Ideas Grant from Wake Electric, seventh-
grade students from Carpenter’s science
class Monday built optical heart rate moni-
tors, which could be distributed around the
world to people in areas who cannot afford
them. BrightIdeas provides funding forinno-

vative, classroom-based projects. A grant of
more than $2,000 was given to Rocky Mount
Middle to supply the materials to build the
heart rate monitors, Carpenter said., -

“The whole ideaisto allow the students to
know there is another world out there other
than the neighborhoods they are from,” she
said. “Projects like this one help students
gain an understanding that no matter how
challenging your life may be, there is always
a way to make changes for the better. They
gain insight through hands-on experience. I
love teaching engineering, and I'm proud of
the students for their interest and involve-
ment.”

See SCHOOL, 3A
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